
The above Bible verse makes me think of all the wonderful people who have reached out to help our neighbors 
just 50 miles south. We were all blessed that Manatee County missed the major wrath of Hurricane Ian. 
Southwest Florida will take years to recover. It is wonderful to see the overwhelming support from so many to 
help get folks back on their feet after all the destruction which occurred.

Here at Our Daily Bread, we lost power for three days, but were able to save some of our perishable food 
thanks to a large generator on the back of our building. Our main concern was the meat which we loaded in our 
large walk-in freezer which was hooked to the generator. The power was down completely for three full days, 
but our staff came together to serve take-out style for two days until the power was restored. We did lose some 
food, but ODB’s community family has helped us restock, both in our kitchen and in Loaves & Fishes (our food 
pantry). It is an incredible gift that our community comes together and responds in times of need.

We have been working on upgrading both our storage buildings. The building at 710 18th Ave. W. has had 
windows repaired, some siding was replaced, and it was painted. These buildings have enabled us to purchase 
in bulk which is obviously more economical. Some of our equipment is coming to the end of its useful life and is 
requiring replacement. One of these was a large refrigerator compressor that was replaced during the summer.

Thank you to all our volunteers, donors and staff that have helped our mission a reality in our community.

Finally, since we only publish our newsletter three times a year, I would like to extend a Happy Thanksgiving to 
everyone and a Wonderful Christmas season with family and friends.

God Bless, 
Mark E. McLaughlin
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Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your  
God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like 

it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:37-39



Our ministry is feeding the hungry as in, Matthew 25, “those 
who are in need, the risk of friendless, the homeless then 
when we do it in as much as we do it to the least of them 
we do it for Him”.  Feeding people is a daily job. Everyone 
gets fed today and is welcomed back tomorrow. We are all in 
this ministry together for over 35 years it is our daily mission. 
Thank you for only a few do get the thank you deserve.

Confession…

I’m sorry I was praying for Ian to change course, I should 
have been more specific and prayed for it to turn out into 
the Gulf.  Your prayers are always answered but not in the 
way you wish.  I’m sorry we were closed on Thursday, the 
first time we closed because of weather.  During Ian we were 
without power for three days.  Friday we reopened serving 
249 meals in carry-out containers, on Saturday we served 170 
meals. Without power we weren’t able to use our equipment 
or wash dishes so we used carry-out containers in the dark, 
serving sandwiches to our clients whom were happy and 
grateful to receive a meal. By Sunday power was restored and 
we were able to served a hot meal.

This summer we made improvements to the two story 
building in our parking lot. We removed three large windows 
on the north side, replaced several sheets of plywood, 
repaired several other areas and repainted the building. The 
building looks much better and should cut down on our 

energy cost. Work was also done on a couple doorways in 
both buildings. This year we have had to replace compressor 
in both the walk in freezers and refrigerator units. We also 
replaced the air conditioner in the parking lot building and 
Loaves and Fishes space, total cost $25,000.

When we set up the budget for this year we increased 
maintenance and repairs by $5,000 to provide for repairs on 
our aging equipment, but not for all in one year.

Inflation…what more can I say that hasn’t already been said? 
But I’ll add the cost of gas for our vans has doubled, and our 
electric bill is up $400.00 per month. With your prayers, your 
talents and financial help we will continue serving the hungry 
in our community.

Please join us in making this Christmas Season a time of Joy 
and Sharing with those whom are less able to provide for 
their families.  If you can please help us in providing bikes 
for the children this Christmas we would be grateful and you 
will help us bring much needed joy to the children of our 
community.

Thank you for your Time and Talent 
Thank you for your Financial Support 
Thank you for remembering us in your prayers,

Bob Eikill

Coaches Notes

director’s notes
Many of you donate nonperishable food and funds to Our 
Daily Bread of Bradenton. We sincerely thank you and 
hope that you will continue to support our mission.

I would like to share a clients story with you. I do not 
know his name, or where he is from. As a description I 
would guess he is in his early thirties, average height, dark 
hair, stocky but not overweight, shabbily dressed with an 
extremely shy countenance.

On this specific day I served him a tray of food; and said 
“Good Morning”. He turned away without looking up  
and found a seat away from others, but rather close to  
me. Within a very short time I looked his way and noticed 
he had eaten everything on his tray. There was not one 
crumb left.

I broke the rule about second helpings being served at 
11:00am.. I took another tray of food over to him and 
asked if he wanted another tray? Without looking up he 
shook his head yes with eyes lowered. 

I watched again as he finished absolutely everything on 
the second tray. I debated with self about approaching 
him again, but I did go over and asked him “Did you have 
anything to eat yesterday?’’ he shook his head again with 
lowered eyes.

I can’t imagine going without food for approximately 
48 hours. With tears in my eyes, without asking I simply 
walked away and returned with another tray.

Now you know why Our Daily Bread of Bradenton exists.

Happiest of Holidays, 
Mona Hartmann



Leaves are Falling… 
Autumn is Calling… 
Winter is Knocking…

I would like to express my gratitude to all our staff members 
and volunteers that assisted Our Daily Bread with time and 
energy for the victims of hurricane Ian and our community. 
You all played a very important role with supporting this 
much needed cause. We achieved so much together and 
helped so many. Again, I say Thank You!

I wish you all a Wonderful Thanksgiving with your family 
and friends and a Joyous Holiday Season!

May You Have… 
The Gladness of the Season… which is HOPE 
The Heart of the Season… which is LOVE 
The Spirit of the Season … which is PEACE

If you can help or know of anyone that would like to volunteer 
please come join our team. Contact me at 941.745.2992 
or email me at angie@ourdailybreadofbradenton.org 

Sincerely,

ANGIE

Angie’s Pantry Notes

Loaves & Fishes Notes
Happy Holidays! As we gather with our families and friends 
with many things to be truly Thankful for, I am grateful for 
our volunteer family and all their hard work and dedication 
they put into Loaves and Fishes. We couldn’t do it without 
each and everyone of you. Thank You! For everything you 
do and give you are all so Appreciated by myself, the team 
and all of our clients. 

We will be handing out Turkeys this year, but we are in need 
of all the sides, instant (dehydrated) potatoes, canned yams, 
canned gravy, stuffing mix, and cranberry sauce. If you can help 
with any of these items it would help create a Thanksgiving 
feast for our clients. All of your donations are so appreciated. 
Thank you!! to all who can help make this happen. 

We also find a need for diapers size 4,5 and 6 and baby 
wipes, they go very fast during these trying times for our 
clients. Any and all baby donations help ease their burden. 

Lastly, we will have a Christmas giveaway for all the children 
this year so any unwrapped toy will help make the Holiday 
more Merry!

All donations are so appreciated and can be delivered to 
Loaves and Fishes or to The Pantry. On behalf of our team 
and clients we sincerely thank you!

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please email 
me at britney@ourdailybreadofbradenton.org  

We have fun! I look forward to hearing from you.

Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving and a 
Joyous Holiday Season,
Britney

Did you Know…? 
Did you know that Our Daily Bread of Bradenton now has a 
presence on Facebook?
Please help us build our social media presence by doing the 
following:
1. Visit us on Facebook@ourdailybreadbradenton
2. Like the page
3. Under “Following” tab, choose “See First”  

(instead of default)
4. Invite your family, friends and associates too…..                                      

House Notes…
We never Call asking for Donations 
We Do Not use Professional Fund Raisers 
We only use your Address for mailing Thank Yous  
and our Newsletter

We would like to establish an email data base for volunteer’s 
information and setting up schedules. If you are interested in 
receiving our newsletter electronically (please be patient we 
are working on finalizing our list) and/or “what’s happening” 
please email us at, blessings@ourdailybreadofbradenton.org 

The mission of Our Daily Bread is to provide for the nutritional 
needs of the poor and needy of our community in the 
context of compassion and affirmation of their human worth 
as children of God. We achieve this by providing a daily soup 
kitchen and food pantry.

Volunteer Notes…
Our Savior teaches us to Love our Neighbor as ourselves 
… not with words and tongues, but In Deed and In Truth! 
My wife and I came to accept this as our mission and have 
adhered to it over the last thirty years. Our first significant 
endeavor: forming a ministry to help “jumpstart” homeless 
families in Boston. She named it “LOVE IN DEED”! Now alone 
in Florida (my beloved wife passed away), Our Daily Bread 
became a great opportunity for me to love my neighbors 
as a volunteer and donor… such a wonderful experience 
for some twelve years now because so many people we 
serve are indeed in need and Our Daily Bread’s leaders and 
employees are “Sermons We Can See” in action.

Sincerely,

Herb Moller
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR
The purpose of this newsletter is to inform both volunteers and 
supporters of the activities and happenings at Our Daily Bread.  
Please address your comments and suggestions to Bob Eikill.

OUR STAFF                        
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The mission of Our Daily Bread is to provide for the nutritional needs of the poor and needy of our community in the 
context of compassion and affirmation of their human worth as children of God. We achieve this by providing a daily 
soup kitchen and food pantry.

Donate through PayPal: Use code PP-001-095-810-128

A Special Thank you
We are grateful for each dollar of financial support we receive. We strive to be good stewards of your 
generosity.  We have limited space in our newsletter to acknowledge the gifts we receive and so we do 
send thank you notes to each donor. Our base support is from churches, individuals, community groups, 
businesses, estates, trusts, schools, and county government.

Raymond & Andrea Blood
Budmon & Carolyn Davis
Yalloppa Nadiminiti 
James & Hope Stephenson
Carol Bergs
John Shehorn
Mark E. McLaughlin
Sally Eaton
John McKay
Catherine Crowley
James Pullen
Robert & Suzanna Moderhak
Arthur & Emma Stillinger
Marilyn Bouwer
Thomas & Cynthia Rovnak
Susanah Wait
Ruth Monteith
George & Helen Massaro

Daniel & Belle Fangmeyer
Bob & Judy Clay
Jim & Pat Morris
Virginia Dreher
Paul & Janet Drummey
Randall & Barbara McCree
Cherrington Foundation
Carolyn Hammond Brye Charitable 

Foundation
Robert Dods  Family Foundation
Morris Charitable Fund
Peace River Electric Co-Op
James M. Doss Charitable Foundation
Mosaic Fertilizer Company
MSC Foundation
HCA Foundation 
Five Talent Fund
Publix Supermarket Charities 

Morrish Charitable Fund
Fred & Jean Carleton Family 

Foundation 
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church
Christ Church of Longboat Key
Harvest United Methodist Church
Trinity United Methodist Church
Bradenton Christian Reformed Church
Trinity Lutheran Church
Long Island Chapel
United Methodist Church
Calvary Baptist Church
Christ Episcopal Church
St. Mary Star of the Sea
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church

941-745-2992

Permit No. 352

WORKERS
James Polite
Kim Gomez
Eddie Clark 

Nancy Williams
Mario Alvear
Sean Cook


